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One Womao^s Experience 
of Emancipatioe 

MxN 1886, pending the execution of the Chicago anarchists, Dr. Edward 
J Avehng visited this country for the purpose of promoting sympathy 
for the convicted men, and, if possible, securing their pardon 
Dr Avehng was the intimate friend of Karl Marx, the ablest and most 
autnontative writer which the SociaHst movement has vet produced and 
assisted m the translation of Marx^s chief work, "Das Kapital,"'into 
Enghsh. He was accompanied by Eleanor, daughter of Karl' Marx, 
a bright and gifted woman, and an enthusiastic adherent of her father's 
pohtical views, including the emancipation of woman through industrial 
and pohtical equality. It was not generally known in this country at 
that time that Dr. Aveling had an invalid wife living in England, and 
Eleanor Marx was known here as Mrs, Aveling. 

It was my fortune to meet these people and to Hsten to a discussion, 
carried on m the presence of many witnesses, of the teachings of 
Socialism m regard to marriage. I subjoin a strictly impartial report 

of the interview furnished by Miss X. K . one of the ladies 

present, to the C/iimgo Trihine, November 14, 1 88 6: 

SOCIALISM IN THE HOME.— DOES IT MEA:-: FREE LOVE AXD POLYGAMY? 

_ During Dr. and Mrs. Aveling's recent visit to Chicago a conversa- 
tion was held in which they presented some of their views on Socialism 
to a few friends invited to meet them. 

The doctor opened the subject by giving a general statement of the 
meaning and aims of Socialism, but when some questions were asked 
about Its mfluence on the home, he referred the question to his wife, as 
she had given those lines of thought her particular study, and was 
therefore, better qualified to speak than he. ' 

_ Mrs. Aveling is a charming little woman, full of courage and enthus- 
iasm, evidently devoted to her cause and to her husband. It wa. 
really very delightful to see the cordial understanding existing between 
them and the proud confidence that each reposed in the other. Mrs 
Aveling said that love is the only recognized marriage in Socialism, 
consequently no bonds of any kind would be required; that divorces 
would be impossible, as there would be nothing to divorce, for when 
love ceased, separation would naturally ensue. A gentleman asked: "Do 
you mean that if I haVe a wife who has grown old and sickly, I can 
put her away and take a young and healthy one?"* 
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affinities would be carried to its utmost limits. Nothing would hold a 
man or \yoman together but individual choice, and where no obligation 
of any kind existed, and human nature was free to assert itself in all its 
meanness, if not in all its depravity, it is easy enough to picture the 
outcome of this promiscuous herding of men and women. 

The American people will never have any sympathy with a doctrine 
that leads to promiscuous prostitution as a substitute for the family, 
and that would aboUsh the Christian home and set up a code of social 
morals by the side of which Mormon polygamy and the Mohammedan 
hareni are commendable and altogether virtuous. Should . such a 
calamity ever occur as the success of Socialism, the last of its confisca- 
tions will be the home — and after that chaos." 

* -^ * 

Only the brief, sad sequel of the story remains to be told. The 
writer, having met these tvv^o eminent advocates of Socialism face to 
face, was interested in tracing their future career. A few years after 
this interview, reports came through private sources, as well as the 
pubhc press, that Dr. AveUng was notoriously unfaithful to his so-called 
wife, and that her life was darkened by his perfidy. Later came the 
news that his lawful wife, who had been an invalid for years, had passed 
away, and that he had married another woman. The bright, vivacious, 
gifted woman who had passed as his wife in Chicago was crazed by 
despair, and in an interview with her betrayer declared her intention to 
commit suicide, whereupon her faithless paramour went to a chemist's 
and bought the poison she demanded of him and cooly walked away 
while she committed the fatal deed. Eleanor Marx was at last emanci- 
pated. 

The conduct of Dr. Aveling would have been the subject of a 
judicial investigation if his death had not occurred a few months after 
the tragedy above related. Caroline F. Corbin. 



In view of the recent experience of Maxim Gorky and the woman 
who accompanied him from Russia to this country to expound and 
exemplify the doctrines of Socialism, the Illinois Association 
Opposed to the Extension of Suffrage to Women, takes 
occasion to reprint for the second time the foregoing paper, of which 
several thousand copies have been circulated among editors and legis- 
lators all over the country during the past six years. It will be seen 
that twenty years ago the views of Socialists concerning marriage, and 
the so-called emancipation of women, which have lately been exempli- 
fied by Herron, Gorky, and many others, were fully understood and 
expounded by anti-suifrage workers in Chicago. It may fairly be 
claimed that it was owing to the circulation of this little paper among 
editors, especially in our large cities that they were so on the alert to 
querry the relations of Gorky and his paramour. It is with a deep 
sense of duty to the American public, therefore, that the Association 
issues this third edition of the pamphlet, feeling assured by long and 
deep study of the subject that woman suftrage is but one phase of a 
revolutionary movement which has for its aim the entire destruction of 
our present social and political institutions and the substituton of an 
anarchistic scheme of government opposed aHke to good order, good 
morals, and the whole fabric of Christian civilization. 





